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Charters to the ſtate they were in, in the year 1660, 1s, perhaps, as necella- 
ry aLaw, as any amongſt the many excellent ones the Parliament have paſſed 
this Seſſions ; yer, if it ſhould include (as it appears by the Votes it is defign'd 
to do) thoſe Charters of the F oreign Plantations (which were taken away on quite dif- 
ferent Reaſons from theſe in England, as will appear by and by, and highly agreeable 
to the ſenſe of former Parliaments) it might prove, in a few years, as prejadicial to 
England, by ruining the Trade, Navigation, and Staple ManufaCtures thereof, - as the 
reach of all the others could do. _ And this will appear to any Rational Man, who will 
conſider 
The great Powers ptanted to ſome of thoſe Foreign Plantations, but more particu- 
larly,” that of the Maſſachuſets Colony in America, (who affet to call themſelves by. the 
general Name of New England, though they are not above a tenth of thoſe Colonies 
which go under that denomination) the Inconveniencies of which, could not be fo well 
foreſeen, until they began to grow ſomewhat numerous ; and then it was ſo obvious, 
that the Parliamecit i in King Charles I. time, preſented it as one of the greateſt grievan- 
ces of the Kingdom and contrary to the Law and Privileges of the-Subjes ; the Par- 
lament doubting,” they would in a ſhort time wholly ſhake off the Royal Juriſdiction : 


T H E Bill now depending in the Honourable Houſe of Commons, for reſtoring 


But the King having granted it, thought it a diminution to his Prerogative to: have it y;4e Sir Ferdj: 


___ began to be very ſenfible of the great miſchief, thoſe Plantations in America, Shy 
A did 


_ queſtion'd.. And fo Diſfolving t the Parliament, and the'Wars breaking out, nothing nando Gorges 
was done in it until King Charles 11. his Reſtoration, when | immediately he and his New Engl 
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did to the Trade of England, and the Unlimited Authority ſome of them pretended to 
exerciſe, as well among themſelves, as over their weaker Neighbours : And vaſt num- 
bers of complaints came daily over, as well of their (viz. the Maſſachuſets) Incroach- 
ments on their ſaid Neighbours, with Petitions tor Redreſs, from the Colonies ſo grie- 
ved ; as alſo, of their Abofninable; -lllegal way of "Trade,  Astothe T1:rade, the Par- 
liament took it into Conſideration, and made ſeveral Laws to Regulate it; as the AC 
of Navigation, in the 12th of the-ſaid King ; end others made in the 22d and 23d, and 
the 25th of the fame King. But;the'Government of the Maſſachuſers Colony, being in 
the hands of thoſe who were the Prinetpal-Offenders, thoſe Acts had no <ifeft there, 
though *tis worth obſerving, that they in the year 166J, made a Law, That the ſaid 
Act of Navigation ſhould be obſerved there; which plainly demonſtrates, that they 
think the Laws of England of no force there, unleſs Confirmed by their General Court, 
(as indeed it appears by their firſt Law, in their Law-book, Printed in the year 1672, 
by Authority of their ſaid General Court, viz. That no Law ſhall be ſubmitted to, 
but what is made in their General Court :) But this was only a Colour, for it was never 
known either that anv of their Governours, whatever they may pretend, who were 
Choſen by their Charter, did take the. Oath preſcribed in that Act; or that any man 
was Ever puniſhed by. Vertue of it, though the Offences were as frequent as before. 
And when theſe, and all other the Law of Trade were broken, as they were daily, 
no'Redreſs could be had, forthe Perſons offending, were thoſe chiefly concerned in the 
Government. 'Thefe-innumerable complaints, put the-King to vaſt Expence, to maintain 
Perſons in ſeveral places of wan ol as France, Hamborougb, Holland, \&C, . to deteR their | 
Illegal Traders, after by long Experience, having found it impracticable'in New Eng- 
land, by reaſon of the largneſs-of the. Country, and the many Navigable Rivers there. 
But after ſuch Deteftion, no Redreſs could be had, or indeed, expected, from Perſons 
who muſt be Party, Judge and Jury, and whoſe Determinations there are final, for 
they. will allow of no Appeal to England, as all other the Plantations do, and ought to 
ſubmit to, which makes them as abfdlutely Independant on the Crown of England, "as 
are the Subjects of any other Prince. And this made them boldly employ two or three 
hundred Sail of Ships yearly, - Trading to and fro from the ſeveral Plantations, and 
moſt Parts of Eurepe, ſupplying thoſe ſeveral places, with ſuch Commodities, as ought 
by Law, to be had from no place but Erglaxd, or paying Ezxgliſh Duties ; and this 
without being under the Reſtrictions of ſuch Laws, as put our Merchants to vaſt Char- 
ges, either by Cuſtoms, or otherwite, which inabled them to under-ſell our Englib 
Merchants (0 per Cent. at leaſt, to the unſpeakable prejudice of the Kings Cuſtoms, and 
the decay of our Manufactures, as well as an Infallible Bait to all our Manufacturers 
to remove thither, where People Trade with ſuch advantage over their fellow Subjedts. 
But why do I call them Subjects, when. indeed they Act as a Free and Independant 
Commonwealth, as they in their Law-book ſtile themſelves, (though I am not ignorant 
that a certain Perſon has lately, with as much confidence as falſity, affirmed that word 
Commonwealth to be Repealed.) And this was what the Parliament in K. Charles I. 
time did ſuſpect, and thereupon, all Perſons were Prohibited going thither, without 
firſt taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; but this was never obſerved. 
Now to ſhew the Unlimited Authority they pretend to, in ſome few of thoſe many 
Inſtances might be produced. 
"PR a HF They took upon them to Coyn Money, in the Name of the Commonwealth as they 
Book, p.43, Call It. 
4s) 43,506, 2. To make ſeveral Laws ſufficiently repugnant to thoſe of England, eſpecially in 
Fo. matters of Religion, as well-as making many offences Capital, which..are not fo in 
Ezpland (though this was abſolutely againſt the very words of their Charter) as may be 
ſeen, for the more eaſe, in an Abſtract of ſome of their Laws lately Printed, and pre- 
ſented to the Members of the Honourable Houſe of Commons: 
3. Their Arbitrary and Barbarous uſage of the Kings Commanders of his Ships : 
To Inſtance particularly, Sir Fobny Weybourn, who they dragged about by the Hair of 
the Head, and beat moſt Inhumanly ; for which, neither he nor the King could have 
any fatisfaftion. And they ſhew themſelves excellent obſervers of the Laws of Navi- 
. gation, when they cannot diſtinguiſh the Kings Ships, and Legal Traders, from Pirates, 
which is the weak pretence made uſe of, by he who calls himſelf the New England 
Vindicator, to palliate this horrid uſage of the Kings Commanders, and- excuſe their 
S1ving entertainment of a quite different aature to Pirates, ' Te 
| 4. They 
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- 4. They Athitrarily, and with Force, intruded. on their Neighbour Colonies, an 
on their Complaint to the King, they refuſed his Commiſſioners ſent to determine the 
difference occaſioned thereby, as may be ſeen in Mr. Ogilby's Hiſtory of America, p. 164 
&- 165, where heſets forth, how in the years 1665 & 1668, they in a Warlike man. | 
ner, with Horſe and Foot, turned the Kings Juſtices out of their Seats at Boſton, who | 
had been three years Impowered, and quietly Executed their Truſt, to keep matters 
in Peace, till the difference between the Colonies was Adjuſted': Sat down in their 
Places, Executed their own' Commiſſion from the General Court, Impriſon'd the Kings 
Povoit Marſhal ; and committed ſeveral other Notorious Afﬀronts to the King, by his 
Miniſters, as is more at large in the Book it ſelf. "Theſe Commiſſioners of 'the Kings, 
who were ſent to Determine the Differences between the Colonies, were Authorized to 
do it by their ſound Diſcretion, which the aforeſaid Vindicator calls Illegal and Arbi- Y 
trary, and ſuch as could not be ſubmitted to : Whereas they could poſſibly be Deter- * 
mined no.otherwiſe than by their Diſcretion, on View and Examination, for they were 
matters of difference between diitinCt Colonies, relating to their ſeveral Bounds and 
Limits of their Jurifdiction, which could not be Determined by any other Law. but that 
of Reaſon. | 94 
They have often faid fince that Vote paſſed , That if their Charter was reſtored, 
the King of England had nothing to do there; and that if he did ſend any ſuch” thingas | 
a Governor thither, he ſhould not be obeyed : Nay, one ofthem, who is a great Pro- ' 
rietor in # Colony there , and were there occaſion, ſhould be named, did fay to a 
Perſon that is not aſhamed or afraid to declare it, 'That what Power ſoever the King 
of England bad formerly in Himſelf now had ; And that no Governer ſhould be 
Obejed there. 
For theſe and ſeveral other notorious Abuſes (not to be prevented ſo long as the Su- 
 pream Governing Power is in that People) it was that the King was forced to adviſe 
how to reduce them to Obedience, and no way was thought fo proper as to vacate 
their Charter, for their acting ſo much beyond the Powers therein granted, though 
they were ſo large as to be thought Grievances by the Parliament as above , and not 
on the Meaſures theſe Charters of England were taken away ; and therefore, asI hum- 
bly conceive, ought to be further conſidered , before they be reſtored to that Power 
which may ſoon give them opportunity of ſetting up for themſelyes, as the Parliament 
formerly feared. | 
'Theſe New-England Gentlemen on thoughts of being reſtored, immediately caſt off 
all Propoſals with the Subſcribers for working Copper Mines in their Country,in hopes 
of getting it into their Power once again to proſecute their old way of Trade; and now 
I have mentioned the Copper Mines, I doubt not but the Parliament will take into 
their Conſideration the great Advantage that Work may be to England, ſince it is none 
of the Product of England, and. will not only be a ſufficient Imployment and Staple 
Commodity for that Country , the want of which forces them to ſeek thoſe illegal 
ways formerly mentioned ; But if this be well incouraged, and the Subſcribers ſecured 
by having the Government of it here , and not ſubjeCt to thoſe in New England , may 
prove of unſpeakable return to this Kingdom, (whenas at preſent thoſe Colonies ſerve 
only to exhauſt us of our People run away withour Trade, and put us to great Expence 
to maintain them without bringing in any conſiderable profit ) as is with higheſt 
Probabilities believed by the moſt underſtanding Men amongſt the Subſcribers ; who 
notwithſtanding the falſe Suggeſtions of the New England Vindicator have really ſpent 
above oo. in Experiments, and ſoliciting a Charter ; and who , were the Charter 
Sealed, would in a very little time make up that Sum already Subſcribed ro0000 J. or 
more if there were occaſien, as was. agreed amongſt them when they ſhut up their 
Books after about 60 Thouſand, which was only Subſcribed as an- Earneſt to give them 
a Title to at as Members of that Society, with reſolution to make up the ſaid Sum a 
100000 ], when the Charter was paſſed: And ſo horridly falſe was the faid Vindicators 
Pretence, that ſeveral Perſons of Quality refuſed to come into the Subſcription, becauſe 
the Government of thoſe Colonies were altered, that on the contrary every one refuſed 
to come in ſo ſoon as they apprehended their Charter was like to be reſtored, and im- 
mediately on that Vote of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, there was a general 
Meeting of the Subſcribers , where the thoughts of their being -ſtated in their former 
Powers, and their declaring that the King now had nothing to grant them, had like to 
have diſſolved the Society, who. at this time only defer that Ditſglution , in hopes the 
"Mn Parliament 
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another, . that when one of the Colonies was fighting againſt the Indians and wanted 
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arliament will take them. into Conſideration, by providing for them an the. ACt,.or 
caving. room for the King to grant ſuch. Privile es as ſhall be thought "requiſite for-ſo 
reat an Undertaking, reſolving therwiſe to have nothing to do with,men ſo wedded 
to their own intereſt, at ſuch A iſtance , ' and not to be controuled by any Power i in 
Ex, land.” 

Caries Reaſon _ for not rolioring their Charlers without ſome Limitations and 
Powers reſerved in t c. Governme 1s the great” Danger of all thoſe; Plantations 
falling into the hands of the French for "ould their ſeveral © Charters ; be. reſtored by a 
General Act, they woul AS formerly be divided into.8 or 10' ſeveral Independent Go- 
vernments, fo far from! cing able, or ſo much as willing to. unite againſt a common 
Enemy, that they. never was or ever can' be at Peace amongſt themſelves, perpetually 
Quarrelling. with one another. about. Bounds, Limits Wl Juneonts, nay, the Ditfe- 
rences of Religion in the ſeveral Colonies raiſes them co ſuch an inveteracy againſt one 


Proviſion, and another Colony,-being of a' different Perſwaſion in Religion, 0 ofpure 
Charit' ent them ſome, a Diſpute aroſe amongſt them_whether they ſhould Fat t reof 
becaute it came from an unſantificd People, but their Stomachs produced a Diſpenſa- 
tion, and they after long debate fell on :- The Fable of, the bundle'of Arrows needs no 
Application here. . But it is well enotigh known that jt_cannot be in the Power of the 
French to injure thoſe Plantations, if ſeveral of them were joyn'd under one entire SUPET- 
intendancy, according as may be moſt conveniently, ' > "pos and this will ut them 
in a Capacity. to reſiſt a common Enemy, and determine, on the place all Differences 
ariſing between the ſeveral Juriſdictions, and on. this account without any other, all 
rational men muſt and do think themſelves and their Effects much fafer under the pre- 
ſent ſort of Government than formerly. (not to excuſe the Governour if he has done any 


unjuſt As, for which he is anſwerable, and that is more than the Charter-Gorernment 
will allow of, there Y. no ago. from them. | 


tion to the ſtate ; they were in, in the Year [ 660, With all the Powers ard Peas 
they then enjoyed, does in elfect repeal (as to what relates to them) the A of Naviga- 
tion, and all other Ads made ſince the Year 1660, toreftrain their Ulegal Trade; the 
Dangerous Conſequence of which may, be ſeen in the Preambles of thoſe Ats. 

© On the whole therefore, 'tis humbly Offered as the moſt, Safe and Advantagious way 
for the Intereſt of Ezg/and, that the Charters of the Plantation may be reſtored by an 
ACt on purpoſe, fa not by the General AC with theſe it England, they being quite 
of a different Nature, and that there be in their At, (1.) Such Reſtrictions as ſhall in 
your great W iſdoms ſeem neceſſary as to the Government: to *keep it dependant on 
England ,and ſubject to be called in queſtion on-any Irregularities, by Appeal or otherwiſe 
to England. (2.) Some fort of Indempnity or elſe Power to puniſh gr forgive ſuch paſt 
Mifdemeanours as ſhall ſeem requiſite. (3.) With a Confirmation of ſuch Titles as 
ſhall appear to be reaſonable in your ſaid Wiſdom : To which might be added, a vaſt 
number of weighty things, fitter for the Conſideration of a Committee for that pur- 
poſe, than. the Thoughts of any private perſon, 


Thus the Plantations may, as at firſt defigned, yearly produce a prodigious Income 


to their Mother England , not without a proportionable yeturn. of Nouriſhment from 


her, which they muſt not be ſuffered to get into a Capacity of refuſing. 
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